Conference Report
Intro to OSV – Ontario Student Voices
Date: May 30 – June 1, 2026
Location: Toronto, Ontario
Purpose of the Conference
The Intro to OSV Conference brought together student leaders from colleges across Ontario to learn about Ontario Student Voices (OSV), its structure, advocacy priorities, and role in representing students at the provincial level. The conference provided opportunities for delegates to engage in discussions on student issues, connect with leaders from other institutions, participate in governance processes, and develop skills that support effective student representation and advocacy.
Sessions/Presentations Attended
1. MPP Panel Discussion
In this session, four Members of Provincial Parliament shared their experiences as elected officials and discussed the importance of student advocacy. Delegates had the opportunity to ask questions about leadership, advocacy, and government decision-making. The discussion provided valuable insight into current provincial issues and highlighted the importance of building relationships with policymakers to effectively communicate student concerns.
2. Future OSAP Advocacy Plans / Advocacy Priorities Discussion
This session focused on OSAP and student financial assistance advocacy. Delegates discussed current challenges facing students, recent changes to OSAP, and what future advocacy efforts should look like. The conversation encouraged members to share perspectives, identify priorities, and contribute ideas that will help shape OSV’s future advocacy initiatives. This session was particularly valuable in understanding how provincial decisions impact students and how OSV can advocate for meaningful improvements.

3.Roundtable Discussions / Idea Exchange
This interactive session brought together student leaders from colleges and universities across Ontario to discuss affordability initiatives, campus events, student engagement strategies, advocacy efforts, and student services. Delegates exchanged ideas and shared best practices being implemented at their institutions. It was a valuable opportunity to learn from the experiences of other student associations and identify initiatives that could potentially be adapted to benefit CSI students.
4. Gala
The Gala celebrated the contributions of student leaders across Ontario and recognized outstanding student advocates through scholarship presentations. The event provided valuable networking opportunities with delegates, organizational partners, and elected officials. We had the opportunity to interact with MPP Mike Schreiner and MPP Aislinn Clancy while strengthening relationships within the student leadership community across the province.
5. AGM
This year, Rajveer had the opportunity to serve as Chair of the OSV Annual General Meeting. As Chair, he facilitated the board elections, discussions regarding the selection of the next Policy Conference host institution, and various organizational business items. Delegates also received board, organizational, and financial updates. The AGM provided an opportunity for member institutions to participate in governance discussions and collectively determine OSV's advocacy priorities for the upcoming year. This session strengthened our understanding of organizational governance and decision-making processes.
Contacts Established
	Name
	Position
	Student Association

	Talia Ghalayini
	President
	SSF

	Ali Hadwan
	President
	St. Clair SRC

	Hish Clifford
	President
	NCSAC

	Pradivya Sammmeta Sai
	President
	FSA

	Shade Dias
	President
	FSU

	Nanza Bedi
	Vice President
	SRC

	Raili
	President
	SUCCI

	Darlington Nwachukwu
	Board Member
	NCSAC



Benefit to CSI / What You Want to Bring Back to Campus
• Provincial Advocacy Representation – Attending OSV conferences allows CSI to participate in provincial advocacy discussions that directly impact post-secondary students across Ontario. Discussions regarding recent OSAP changes and future advocacy priorities provided valuable insight into how these decisions affect Conestoga students.
• Advocacy Priorities for Ontario Students – As member institutions, we collectively voted on OSV's advocacy priorities for the upcoming year. The top five priorities selected were OSAP, unemployment, transit, food insecurity, and student health and wellness. These priorities will guide OSV's advocacy efforts and ensure student concerns are represented at the provincial level.
• Learning from Other Student Associations – The conference provided opportunities to learn from student leaders across Ontario and gain new perspectives on student services, governance, affordability initiatives, and student engagement strategies that could be adapted to benefit our students.
• Building Provincial Connections – The relationships established with student leaders, policymakers, and advocacy organizations create opportunities for future collaboration, resource sharing, and stronger student representation across Ontario.
• Strengthening CSI's Operations and Governance – By sharing ideas and best practices with other student associations, we gained valuable insight into programs, services, and governance structures that can help improve CSI's operations and better serve students.
We look forward to applying the knowledge and connections gained from this conference to enhance the student experience at Conestoga. Through new initiatives, advocacy efforts, and improved support services, our goal is to create meaningful benefits for students across campus.
